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Seasonal Climate Outlook Brief Summary

December-January-February (DJF) 2019-2020— We t er t han wusual conditons wer e
were as usuabpebBigni wearptrdcwpyrded. Warmer than usual
DougQhaasr | es cool er than usual ni ght me and daily mea

Forecast: Abavef abl noerimh|l medi umdafwadcegesspell at Waermst

March-April-May (MAM) 2020 Forecast—L i t | e can be said at this tme as
having at -dlagga 9dtr yt ksrpeed | 5. War mer than to usual tempe

Looking Back
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Canefield Airport Canefield, Dominica - Accum. Rainfall Dec-Nov Year

§ Wet er t han usual condi tons wer e r'é'cor'ded for t he
frst half of the dry seasdhn.

§ The total number of wet ,days was within norp,al
range. /
§ There were two signifcant®dry spells in e)/cess of

days. December into e-dayy.'::..']anuary recorde a 13
dry spell. Mid January into early Febru/ary
1day dry spell :

§ War mer than wusual tempersat
throughout the season.

Douglas-Charles Airport

Climatological Year M Previous Year M Current Year

§ The D&bh@lrdes Airport alsgso recorded weter_ .t n
Bouglas-gharﬁes, ominica -fccum. Ramfa“ 6ec-Nov Year

usual conditons.
§ The total number of we t days al so remained within
nor mal range.

§ Unstable conditons following the passage of a/tron
system on December 13th resulted in daily _ aknfa
total of 105. 8mm. e

§ There were also two signi:_jf_:cant dry spe/l,l/s. There v
and&8y dry spell i-haypedreybepelaind a 14 ~

January into early February. e

mer t han usual
the daily mean

§ Daytme peak temperatures w
However, ni ght me temperatu_____r

were both cooler than wusual., =~ = "
Climatological Year M Previous Year M Current Year



Looking Back
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December 2019 -lanuary-February 2020 Season
CLIMATOLOGICAL NORMAL [30YEARS)

RAINFALL CANEFIELD AIRPORT DOUGLAS-CHARLES AIRPORT
Normal 204.1 to 333.5mm 314.8 to 470.1mm
2019/20 Total 553.5mm (above normal) 568.5mm (above normal)
Wet Days Normal 36 to 53 days 49 to 63 days
2019/20 Wet Days Total 37 53
7-Day Dry Spells Normal n/a Dto1l
2019/20 7-Day Dry Spells 2 2
TEMPERATURE
15YRS AVERAGES

Average Maximum

29.8°Cto 30.2°C

28.5°Cto 28.9°C

2019/20 Average Maximum

30.5°C (above normal)

29.1°C (above normal)

Average Mean

25.8°Cto 26.1°C

25.5°Cto 25.8°C

2019/20 Average Mean

26.4°C (above normal)

25.4°C (below normal)

Average Minimum

21.6°Cto 22.0°C

22.3°Cto 22.8°C

2019/20 Average Minimum

22.3°C (above normal)

21.7°C (below normal)

DOMINICA’S CLIMATE

Rainfall received during the dry season are usually generated by the annual migration of the North Atlantic
Subtropical High, low level clouds which move with the easterly trade winds, southward dipping frontal
boundaries and trough systems. The dry season runs from December to May when the seas are cooler and
thunderstorms and rainfall activity are relatively low. On average approximately 40% of the annual rainfall is

recorded in elevated and eastern areas and approximately 25% along the western coast.

ClimaticOutlook (a | NDKIMA @8 6a! a0 HAHAU
INFLUENCING FACTORS

Climate conditions in the Tropical North Atlantic and Caribbean Recent observations:

§ Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) i n the Tropica
contnue to be slightly above average. SSTs hayv
farther east in the TNA.

§ Sustained warm SST anomalies up to about +1°C
expected to be near nor mal to slightly above npo

§ Warm SSTs throughout the Cawvebhegensmagyoocaht sulbt
the region. I n additon, those environment al f ac
towards May and June.
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Climatological Normal (a | NDKIMA 8 0 a! &

March-April-May Season
CLIMATOLOGICAL NORMAL (30YEARS)

2N faerw RAINFALL CANEFIELD AIRPORT DOUGLAS-CHARLES AIRPORT
7 Normal 106.5 to 231.0mm 305.5t0 556.1mm
o ) Wet Days Normal 21t 35 days 36 to 60 days
on Lo | 7-Day Dry Spells Normal nfa Otod
£ % TEMPERATURE (15YRS AVERAGES)
— March - April - May - 2020 \(53) :_I 3501 .y
)
CARICOF B 4 Average Maximum 306t 313°C 29.2C to 298°C
T T syt ot ey gy Average Mean 26.7'Cto 27.2°C 26.0°Cto 26.5°C
e neo o ooomorm Average Minimum 2.5"Cto 3.1°C 22.9°Ct0 23.2°C
§ Litle can be sai d at t hi SECTORAL IMPLICATIONS a
towards the end of May. PTassavaEsEr TTHRAETER
. B Agriculture
Despite the o] con ence ;
§_ P : _ W 8§ Farmers are encour adéedt h
island is in the peak of , [
) faganul t ur al practces and
the chances of drier conct . a
. all pests and di seases.
actvity usually occurs b o]
period from dry to wet se 8§ As w e mo v e i nto t he S ecc
L - - 4 farmers need to study th
8 € '€ QU CliRCE A e H ensure that their soill
al b ol Compostng is one way to
§ At | easlayorext Beme wet sp moi sture oomnti e@ntal slot be
April which could resul't vegetables and other sho
§ There is a 60% probabilit g with a decre % 1
7day dry spell s. The cha totals, farm Eg?gg 165
15 day dry spell exists. that proper counts! .

on t he farm
4AT PAOAOOOA &1 OAAAO and t hat p

90;W 65;W SO;W 75;W 70;W 65;W SO:W 55:W me a s u r e S a r e I r
?‘( \< :A % above-normal temperature d r y a’ n d h 0 t {
25° N: / L % normal temperature Lose N i
| B |% below-normal temperature § In creasin g te mp er at ur e s
ZO,N_“W‘T: i phot osynthetc and transfg
=
g ‘ e c ol | e CHiNGEENEN can negatve
‘5‘”‘.,7,9;\‘;»:?. 20] » ] ‘ extreme heat periods soi
N b i : at adequate levels to pr
MNEeR AY minimize the impacts of
Mean Temperature Outlook
for the Caribbean Prolonged heat stress r
March - April - May - 2020 c
CArRICOF anat omi cal def or mat ons
TN W contact which limits wa
§ Livestock farmers must e
shelter is provided to t
§ Both day and night tme te spel |l s. Ensure that anim
be warmer than to usual. and away from rivers du
become uncomfortably hot foods could occur.

i sl andQ@e mteeaart s sietas on .



SECTORAL IMPLICATIONS

Hydrology et
§ The physical and chemical 8 Higher temperatures towg
afected as we move throu risk of morbidity from,
season and then transitor P& S ong. & RIC R youré
§ Ilncreased use of contaimn
§ Expect for the contnuato presence of stagnant weé
normal fo more breeding sites for
of river s, associated with mosqui t
i ncrease i Dengue, Chi kungunya and

i s i kel y concern.
catch.mentsr § Increased allergens in
L .ra|nfal pl ant materials (e.g. po
during € speeds and reduced washi

spell s.

5 § These factors may al so 't
§ The river temperature is upper respiratory tract
temperatur e i ncreases. increase in symptoms in
signifcantly afect the we persons prone to allergi
kicked up when the groun
§ The solubility of oxygen [
with increase water temperature. However, it shoul|d

have any drastc efect on| adWNoedMetebroldgieal Day (March 23rd, 2020)

8§ Shall ow water trees wil/l e G s
fowing rivers. E.g. Al gae.
in rivers where algae i s| n

Tourism

§ The | ater half of the dry
increase in rainfall activifs R i
period into the wet season may difer annually. Wi |t
predictability in the rajinfall f oegig&e@Waterdat t hi s t me

operators are encouraged fFtaswKwoRdtae jtsO yvmamyijt gror f p
updated informaton and dad¢dynotweagheirvadmdS®rid £&n i1
by the Dominica Meteorologggél,ht§|erfvb|ce§he producton

§ Cooling needs wil/l incr eagsedésﬁgg élel)\/ ﬁﬁ?lﬂﬁddr%r
and more so towards the gmé brtbBendwyfaeasonnased
i sl and enters its heat Seétsroé‘ss, foods and drought

§ Sea temperature is expecteudpploi ¢ésicréheeret o warads Uutrhge
of May . However, it will mbemabni Mgl awdc aamlagemeac!
thresholds. tackle the problem of tod

§ At all tmes, tourism operwatbers. should maintain a st

readi ness, by creatng COmmun'OI\CIIIﬁl&AQVl(?TEORBLOEIJ}\ESFRVI%Ed
response protocols to deal

Caneﬁg\lld/Douglas Charles Airports; metoffice@cwdom.dm,
metoffcan@cwdom.dm; www.weather.gov.dm;

Tel: 449 1752/4457849

Source: Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology (CIMH)
& National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administrative (NOAA)
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For Regional Sectoral Bulletins (Agriculture, Health and
Tourism). Visit: https://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/



https://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/files/2017/06/CariSAM-Bulletin-June-2017.pdf
https://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/files/2017/06/Caribbean-Health-Climatic-Bulletin-May-2017_Vol-1_Issue-1.pdf
https://www.flipsnack.com/CIMHTV/caribbean-tourism-climatic-bulletin.html
https://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/
https://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/
http://www.weather.gov.dm/bulletins

